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Translation Notes 


Shuzo Oshimi uses minute details in the contemporary Tokyo setting of 
Happiness to convey nuances of both story and character, many of which 
may be unfamiliar to non-Japanese readers. Here are brief notes on some of 
these details. 


Sixtieth birthday, page 124 
One's sixtieth birthday (kanreki) is a par- 
HOO | ticularly auspicious occasion in Japan, 
BOY... |since it marks the completion of one full 
cycle in the Chinese zodiac (the twelve 
branches, represented by animals, 
multiplied by the five natural elements of 
metal, fire, earth, water, and wood). It's 
an occasion for a big party, where the 
honoree traditionally wears a red puffy 
hat and vest to symbolize good luck and 
prosperity in the next chapter of their 
life, however embarrassing it may be for 
them. 
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By Kazuhiro Fujita 


Deep m Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to the greatest 
mysteries of British history. In this “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused together—the key to a wartime encounter between Florence 
Nightingale, the mother of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. ‘This 
story 15 unknown to most scholars of history, but a special guest of the museum will 
tell the tale of The Ghost and the Lady... 


Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tora 
“ላ charming revival that combines a classic look with modern depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 
“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Tora captures the essence of '90s anime.” — IGN 
© Kazuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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